









~ - . a & mea: ay | O 
Office Memorandum » UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


STAOAAD Pod nO. » 
) 


TO 1 assistant for Uperations, Ql Aes pate: 9 February 1953 _ 
alt er. Hayden Chenning}— Resor Bee e 
FROM 1 Unicef, Contect vivision, CO 7 8 Ft 


SUBJECT: valifornia Corrittee for saucer Investigation 


‘ 9 pes - 

1, kKecently, a member of the Los angeles Office hed occasion to hear pr, 

walter Kiedel tell sozething of the ectivities of the California Comittee for... _ 
Saucer investigation (C3i), dis-coments, as follows, may be of interest: , 


2. ovr. Riedel indicated he was formerly Chief vesigner at the Geraan &x-- >> 
perinental Kocket Center at Peenesvende. He has been in the Ud_as_a "paperclip" yo 
scientist for sone years. . He igs now a Project wngincer in the asrophysicS .. +. 


Departaent (Guided -issiles) of the_North wrericen aviation Corp, He gave-every = - ~~ 


impression of being a c mbetent_sclientst, especially knowledgeable on roczet 
yatters. He seened a balanced verson, not given to fixations. 





3. CSI has been in operation sone years, conposed of private individuals a 
intrigued and scientificelly interested in-finding en-explanation for "saucer" - tite 
phenozena. To date, they. have received-soae 1570 letters relating to reported, ; 
sightings. Of this muaber, they heve been-able to isuedigtely or cuicnly eliz- 


inate 75» as not worth follow-uj.. ‘he great prorortion of this 25, have been ~~. 
discarded uson further investigation. what was sonewhat surprising to the writer | 2 


wes the exhaustiveness with which these investigations are being nade. — Not only .-.- -_ 


are very careful calculations rade, if the data exists, to check the possibility 

of the report being physically possible (o.g., in terns of lines-of-sight), but _ Be 

the individual reporting the sighting is investigated privately at his place ov ‘ 
residence to estedlisn a general background of reliability and credibility. Of 9 ._.. 
she 25p investigated, perhaps 25 or so sightings have been established eas "reliable" 
in the sense that no known existing explanation exists for then, apearently, most) 
of these have been forwarded to Wright Field, bayton, Chio, although there appears 


pe 


to be a tire lag of some duration while CsI i3 making its own check end calculations. 
pr. Kiedel's description of one reported sighting by a Twa pilot and crew, and the 
follow-up with respect to it, was impressive to the writer in the thought applied, 
the pains taken, and the very careful application of scientific method. , 


4. so serious is CsI with respect to its investigation that Dr. Riedel indi- 
cated that they are going to execute a planned "hoax" over the Los Angeles area, 
in order to test the reaction and reliability of the public in general to unusual 
nerial phonozene., (The sightings reported over slalibu in the Loa: Angeles. papers 6f 539 
Jan'53 could possibly be this hoax.) -Frou this cxperinent, vney hope to ascertain 
how many people report -an serial visual phenomenon which has been conducted so as to 
be clearly visible to a large nuxber of peopie in the area. They will also, of 
course, be able to best the yeriation of report details, etc. This experiment is 


a “ 


- designed to give a potter backzround egclnst which future sightingsscan be 2valuated. 
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6. «#pparently, an eye and interest are also directed toward the Ussn, 


ions to ON ae > aes 


for react 
wresented before the enrual convention of the axerican Rocket society in ier 
York City on 4 Decenber’1952,—by George F. Sutton, aleo of perophysics Vepart- 
nent, (liorth Anericen Aviation, | Inc, and-essociated with CSI. Pee: 


TS also evident in the paper entitled Wnockets Zonind the tron Curtain", 


a3 


& Of jncidental interest may be the fact that haa (Rational sxeronautical 
nssociation) suggested politely end perhaps indirectly .to Or. Riedel that he - 


gisassociate hinself from officiel memoership on G3i; 


ghtings 3 reported in the Parva are observed, ‘This interest 


